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Peace, Edification & Multiplication
by Curtis Carwile

A cts 9:31 says “Then the churches throughout
all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and
were edified.  And walking in the fear of the

Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were
multiplied.” I recently came across this passage during
one of my studies.  I am sure that I have read it before.
However, for some reason, it just seemed to pop off the
page this last time.  There was something happening in
these churches; it was something that was so totally differ-
ent than anything in the entire world: these churches had
peace.  And, this peace they possessed was despite the on-
going persecution of the church.  To the casual observer,
this doesn’t seem to be very “peaceful.”  Yet, these church-

es had peace.  As a result of this peace, these
churches were edified and encouraged.  They
were built up.  It is amazing to think that when
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ness and devotion to
Him.  Further, because
these people were op-
erating according to
God’s plan, they loved
each other (John 15:14)
and their neighbors
(Matthew 22:37-40)
and their enemies
(Matthew 5:33-38) the
way in which they
were instructed.  They
truly were allowing

Christ to live in them (Galatians 2:20).  This is what
caused these churches to be multiplied in peace, edifi-
cation, and numbers.

I am confident that if we truly fear God and find
that wonderful comfort that can only be found in the
Holy Spirit, then there will be peace among God’s fol-
lowers and that they will be edified and their numbers
will be multiplied.  May we strive to this goal.  May we
continually put forth the effort to respect and fear the
Creator and Lord of all Heaven and Earth and listen to
and obey His comforting words for as long as we all
shall live.  Praise be to God and glory to the Highest
forever and ever.  Amen.
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all of those external
forces were trying to
discourage them and
pull them down, they
still were edified and
continued to be encour-
aged.  They enjoyed be-
ing around one another
and they thrived on that.
There was life in these
churches.

One must ask: from
where did all of this
peace and edification
come?  The Bible an-
swers and says that it

came from two places: walking in the fear of the Lord
and walking in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

Walking in the Fear of the Lord
What does “walking in the fear of the Lord” mean?

The phrase “fear of the Lord” is used a number of
times in the Bible.  It’s used to depict a respect, much
like how you respect an authority figure like a judge or
a policeman.  However, it holds a much deeper mean-
ing than that.  This “fear” actually does mean being
afraid  and the reason why you are afraid is because of
who God is.  God is the Creator (Genesis 1-2).  The
power He possesses is mind-boggling.  To simply
speak our reality into existence is beyond any concept
of power that mortal man can imagine.  God is the De-
liverer of His people (Exodus 4-14).  He possesses the
power to deliver His people from the “power” that
holds us in slavery of sin.  God is the Judge of all man-
kind for all the ages (Revelation 20:11-15).  The power
He possesses is unimaginable.  He is so ridiculously,
mind-blowingly, incomprehensibly powerful!  Even
His mere presence shakes the foundations of the earth
(Exodus 19:16-19).  He is THE “Authority Figure” be-
cause He created everything and has the power to de-
liver and is going to be the Judge that we all face in
that Last Day.  The fear of the Lord is a respect that
takes all of that into account and tries to comprehend it.
When mankind obtains even a small amount of respect
for God, they are compelled to listen to Him and Him

alone.  They are compelled to do this because God is
unique in His power.  No one else that is, has been,
or ever will be, can even IMAGINE rivaling God’s
power!  They will listen to Him and they will do
what He says the way He says to do it.  This is what
is described as “walking in the fear of the Lord.”
This is part of what led to the peace and edification
of the churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, but
there was more...

Walking in the Comfort of the Holy Spirit
What does the phrase “walking in the comfort of

the Holy Spirit” mean?  To understand what this
means, one must understand the role of the Holy
Spirit.  Jesus said to His disciples that He was going
to leave and send the Holy Spirit, the COMFORT-
ER, to guide them in all Truth (John 14:26, KJV).
Earlier in John 14:6, Jesus identified Himself as the
truth.  Later in John 17:17, Jesus identifies God’s
word as the truth.  Since Jesus was the ultimate and
final spokesperson for God (Hebrews 1:1-2), He
spoke the very mind of God.  The Holy Spirit, like-
wise, spoke the very mind of God (1 Corinthians
2:10).  All Three spoke what mankind needed to
know so that it can do the things necessary to be
pleasing to Him.  The comfort that the Holy Spirit
offers is the comfort of knowing exactly what God
wants mankind to know and what He desires of His
creation.  We also learn that if mankind walks con-

tinuously in those things
that the Holy Spirit has
revealed, then he can
have the comfort that
Paul was instructing the
Thessalonians to have for
the Day of Judgment (1
Thessalonians 4:18).
Man will have comfort in
knowing that God will
welcome him into Heav-
en for an eternity with
Him.

They Were Multipied
So, as a result of these

churches fearing God and
finding comfort in the
words of the Holy Spirit,
they had peace and they
were edified.  As a result
of that, their peace, edifi-
cation, and numbers were
multiplied.  The reason
why they multiplied was
because they were doing
things according to God’s
plan.  God blessed them
because of their faithful-


