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Kyle Pope Paul does not quote directly from the passage in Isaiah but
paraphrases (i.e. summarizes the meaning of) the text to illus-
trate the point he is addressing in this section of First Corin-
thians. We are generally critical of modern paraphrases when
they are put forward as “translations” rather than human sum-
maries of the Biblical text. Works like Good News For Modern
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Man or the Living Bible
are not literal transla-
tions, but paraphrases
that express an author’s
understanding of the gist
of a passage. This is not
to say that it is wrong to
paraphrase. No preacher
of the gospel can teach
without summarizing a
text in their own words
at some point. What may
be wrong is an incorrect
paraphrase, that misses
(or distorts) the truth of a
text. In cases when Paul
or other inspired writers
paraphrase a text, we can
be sure that the summary
which they put forth is
sound, accurate and reli-

able because it is given by the direction of the Holy Spirit
(2 Pet. 1:20-21).

In the example found above, the Apostle’s paraphrase,
when examined closely, reveals some important things
about our service to God. The first part of the passage, in
Isaiah and in First Corinthians, are very similar. Both speak
of what the “ear” and the “eye” have not experienced.
Where the text diverges is in the phrase “which God has
prepared for those who love Him.” The text in Isaiah does
not speak of God’s preparations, but rather man’s need
(in the last part of the passage) to be saved. When Isaiah
declares, “we need to be saved”—Paul through the Holy
Spirit sees in this declaration God’s preparation for our
salvation.

What is also different in the two passages is the phrase
“for those who love Him.” The Holy Spirit does not lead
Isaiah to use the term “love.” Is this an addition on Paul’s
part? Quite the contrary, just as Paul sees man’s need for
salvation as a foreshadowing of God’s preparations for a
way to be reconciled to God, Paul sees what the prophet
says about those who are pleasing to God as the
demonstration of what it really means to love
God. Notice these elements:

I. “The One Who Waits For Him.”
There are a number of ways, in our relationship
with God that we are called upon to “wait” for
Him. As Christians we understand that one day
Jesus will return in judgment. The one who
loves God keeps this fact before their mind and
strives to be prepared for it. In addition to this
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we are sometimes called to wait upon the Lord in
faithfulness to Him as we endure trial, temptation
and suffering. The ungodly, in their impatience, turn
away from God, thinking that their own ways are
best, and that by pursuing sin they can achieve their
needs. The child of God recognizes man’s inability
to direct his own way and waits in obedience upon
God, trusting that God’s ways are best. Paul shows
us that this is not passive and inactive. Rather, wait-
ing on God is a way that we show our love for Him.

Il. “Him Who Rejoices.” An old song from
the 70’s portrayed a confused lover crying out to

the one he loved, “That’s a strange way to tell me
you love me, when your sorrow is all I can see.” As
Christians we sometimes carry-on much the same
way. We grumble and moan about the things that

the Lord asks of us. We see opportunities to wor-
ship Him as interruptions to our schedule. We view
meditation upon His word like an unpleasant home-
work assignment in school. We want to go to heaven,
but we spend most of our time unhappy because of
doubts that He will see us through hardships or envy
of the sins of the ungodly. Yet, then we turn around
and try to say to the Lord with our mouth that we
“love Him.” Paul shows us here that to love the Lord
means that we live a life that “rejoices.”

lll. “And Does Righteousness.” What a
fallacy the religious world has perpetrated in con-
vincing so many within its ranks that it is even possi-
ble to “love God” and yet do what is wrong! Millions

have been convinced that
they are secure in a lov-
ing relationship with God,
while they are first uncon-
cerned with even learning
what is right and wrong
and second told that even
though they may give them-
selves to do what is wrong
it doesn’t alter their “love”
for Him. In the time of
Malachi, the people (much
like today) had become
spiritually lazy. The very
animal sacrifices that they
offered were not the best of
their flocks and herds, but
the sickly and unhealthy. In
response the Lord, through
Malachi asks, “Offer it
then to your governor!
Would he be pleased with
you?” (Mal. 1:8c). None of
us would imagine that we
can do what is displeasing
to our mate, our teacher,
our employer, or our friend
and hope to convince them
of our love and fidelity to
them. Paul shows us in this
text that God is no differ-



