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Bible Characters
Lesson Eleven: Barnabas
Introduction. After the establishment of the church, the Bible tells us about a Christian named Barnabas who was a generous, compassionate, and diligent servant of the Lord in the early church.
I. Barnabas’ Generosity.

A.  Members of the church in Jerusalem sold their possessions to help those in need (Acts 4:32-35).

B.  A disciple named Joses, sold some land and did the same (Acts 4:36-37).
1.  Joses was named “Barnabas” by the Apostles.  This name meant “son of encouragement (or consolation).”
2.  His name characterizes the record of his life.  He was a source of encouragement to many Christians.
II. Barnabas and Paul. 

A. When Paul obeyed the gospel, Barnabas acted to bring him to the Apostles when others were afraid of him (Acts 9:26-30).
1. What a wonderful act of compassion this was.  Barnabas opened the way for Paul to become an important and respected leader in the early church.
B. When Hellenists in Antioch obeyed the Gospel, Barnabas went to Antioch and brought Paul from Tarsus to encourage the brethren there (Acts 11:19-26).

1. He was a “good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith.”

2. He and Paul took relief to Jerusalem in the famine (Acts 11:27-30).
3. When they returned from Jerusalem they took John Mark with them (Acts 12:25).  John Mark was Barnabas’ cousin (Colossians 4:10).
C. The Lord instructed prophets and teachers in Antioch to send Barnabas and Paul out to preach (Acts 13:1-3). This was the first of Paul’s three preaching journeys.
1. They traveled through Cyprus, Pisidia, and Pamphylia and returned to Antioch preaching and enduring great persecution (Acts 13-14). 

2. At Antioch they reported what God had done among the Gentiles (Acts 14:27-28).  
D.  Paul and Barnabas traveled to Jerusalem during the controversy over circumcision then returned to Antioch (Acts 15:1-35).
III. Barnabas and John Mark. 

A. During Paul and Barnabas’ first preaching trip John Mark had started out with them, then left them at Pamphylia (Acts 13:13).
1. When Paul wanted to return to the cities where they had preached, Barnabas wanted to take John Mark with them again (Acts 15:36-41).

2. This caused a contention between Paul and Barnabas leading Barnabas to take John Mark to Cyprus while Paul took Silas through Syria and Cilicia.

B. Barnabas’ willingness to give John Mark a second chance was characteristic of this “son of encouragement.”

1. This does not appear to have later damaged his relationship with Paul (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:6).

Conclusion.  Barnabas was a faithful servant of God. His generosity helped those in need.  His willingness to receive Paul opened the way for scores of Gentiles to hear the gospel through Paul’s work.  His willingness to give John Mark a second chance demonstrated a character which suited his name—he was a “son of encouragement.” 
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