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Bible Characters
Lesson Twelve: Timothy
Introduction. In Mark 8:34-38, Jesus speaks to His disciples about those who will follow after Him.  He tells them that they must first desire to follow Him which will compel them to deny themselves and take up their cross and follow Him.  Very few people throughout history exemplify what Jesus was saying more than the young evangelist Timothy.  In this lesson, we’ll examine how Timothy was a true follower of Christ and we’ll see what applications we need to make so that we too can be true followers of Christ.
I. Timothy’s Desire.

A. Timothy desired to follow after Jesus due to his up-bringing, his Mentor, and 
     the constant encouragement that came his way.



1. Timothy’s mother and grandmother brought him up to serve the Lord   


     (2 Timothy 3:10, 14-15; Proverbs 22:6; Deuteronomy 6:4-9).



2. Paul was a Mentor to Timothy and both loved each other very much 


    (Romans 16:21; 1 Thessalonians 3:2; 1 Corinthians 4:17).



3. Timothy was constantly encouraged by his mother, grandmother, Paul, 


    and other Christians (1 Corinthians 16:10; Philippians 2:19).


B. We need to desire to follow the Lord more and more every day.



1. We must draw from our own up-bringing, our own mentors, and the 


    constant encouragement we receive from other Christians. 



2. We must strive to create encouraging environments for our young 


    people in the home, in the Church, and while at play.


C. Comments or Questions.

II. Timothy’s Denial. 


A. Timothy suffered physically and emotionally, but denied himself to continue 

     following the Lord.



1. Timothy suffered from poor health (1 Timothy 5:23).



2. Timothy appeared to be easily discouraged (1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Tim. 1:6-8).


B. We need to persevere through the physical and emotional trials and continue to 
     follow the Lord by focusing on what is truly important.



1. Glorifying God is what is most important (1 Corinthians 10:31).



2. We must glorify God in our suffering (1 Peter 4:16).



3. We should be happy when we can suffer for our Lord (James 1:2-4; 


    Matthew 5:11-12).


C. Comments or Questions.
III. Timothy’s Dedication. 


A. Timothy followed the Lord faithfully all his life.



1. He followed Jesus early in his life (2 Tim. 3:14-15; 1 Tim. 4:12).



2. He followed Jesus while he was with others (Philippians 1:1; Col. 1:1).



3. He followed Jesus when he was by himself (1 Thessalonians 3:1-10).



4. He followed Jesus to the very end (Hebrews 13:23).




a. Tradition tells us that after being released from Prison, Timothy 



    returned to Ephesus and worked with the congregation there 



    until he was martyred by Emperor Domitian or Nerva.




b. Timothy was more than likely in Ephesus when John penned 



    Revelation (Revelation 2:1-7).


B. We need to be dedicated to following the Lord throughout our lives.



1. The crown of righteousness will be given to those who run with 



    endurance the race that is set before them by the Lord on that Day        


    (2 Timothy 4:8).



2. The crown of glory that never fades will be given to those who lead 


    others to serve God by Christ in that Day (1 Peter 5:4).



3. The crown of life goes to those who endure temptation and persevere 


    (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10).


C. Comments or Questions.

Conclusion.  Timothy was called to be a great example to all believers and he most certainly is for us today also (1 Timothy 4:12).  Let us strive to be like Timothy in that he strove to be like Christ and follow after Him.  If we do it for the sake of Christ and the Gospel, our souls will be saved (Mark 8:35).
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