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Bible Characters
Lesson Five: Deborah
Introduction.  After the Israelite conquest of Canaan, and before He anointed a king over them, God led the people through “judges.” In the wilderness,  judges were appointed to help Moses teach the people and judge small matters (Exodus 18:13-27). Unlike these judges, the leaders after the conquest, were largely military leaders whom God would send to deliver the people from their enemies when they turned back to Him (Judges 2:10-19). 
I.  Deborah judges Israel.  Among the judges that God sent to Israel there was a unique woman named Deborah. While most of the judges were men, God used Deborah to instruct and motivate Israel against her enemies. 
A.  The oppression of Jabin (Judges 4:1-3).

B.  Deborah: prophetess and judge (Judges 4:4). 
1.  Deborah sat under a palm tree and the people came to her for judgment and prophecy (Judges 4:5).

2. There is no record of a woman speaking and leading the Israelite congregation (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:34).

C.  Deborah calls Barak to lead Israel (Judges 4:6-7). 

1.  Barak agrees to go if Deborah goes with him (Judges 4:8).
2.  Deborah promises that a women (not herself) will gain glory over Jabin (Judges 4:9-10).

II.  The Fall of Sisera.  
A.  Heber the Kenite, a descendent of Moses’ father-in-law (Judges 4:11). 
1.  Heber lived separate from the Kenites, but the Kenites were esteemed by the Israelites (cf. 1 Samuel 15:6). 
B.  The battle against Sisera (Judges 4:12-16).
C.  Sisera is killed by Jael, the wife of Heber (Judges 4:17-24). 
1.  Deborah and Barak’s victory song (Judges 5:1-31).

III.  Lessons from Deborah’s Life.  While very little is revealed to us about the life of Deborah a few lessons can be seen none the less.
A.  Courage to call Barak to lead Israel (Judges 4:6-7).
B.  Humility in not usurping authority (Judges 4:9-10). 
C.  Giving glory to God for success (Judges 5:2-3).
D.  Serving as a “Mother in Israel” (Judges 5:6-12).

E.  Acting when others refused to act (Judges 5:13-18).

F.  Praising the good work of others (Judges 5:24-27).
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