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Bible Characters
Lesson Six: Samuel and Saul
Introduction.  After God freed the Israelites from Egyptian bondage, He led them to Mt. Sinai where He gave them His law for them to follow.  By these acts, God became their King and they became His servants.  Through the wilderness, they literally followed God.  As they conquered and settled in the Promised Land, they were to follow and serve Him.  To help them do that, God sent judges to judge and guide them out of oppression and into peace.  During the time of the judges, Israel rejected God as their King, deciding that they wanted a physical king to be like the nations around them (1 Samuel 8:4-5).  It is because of this decision that two similar characters are thrown together.  As they progress from Israel’s decision, they take two distinctly different paths: one follows God while the other follows the decision of the people. 
I.  Background.   

A. Samuel (1 Samuel 1:1-4:1; 7:2-17).


B. Saul (1 Samuel 9:1-26).

II.  Their Two Paths Unite.  

A. Israel demands a king (1 Samuel 8:1-22).


B. Saul’s lost donkeys (1 Samuel 9:1-26).


C. Samuel anoints Saul as king (1 Samuel 9:27-10:16).


D. Samuel proclaims Saul as king (1 Samuel 10:17-27).


E. Samuel and Saul saves Jabesh Gilead (1 Samuel 11:1-15).


F. Samuel’s address at Saul’s coronation (1 Samuel 12:1-25).

III.  Their Two Paths Diverge.  

A. Saul offers an unlawful sacrifice and is rebuked by Samuel (1 Samuel 13:1-15)


B. Saul calls for the Ark of the Covenant (1 Samuel 14:1-23).


C. Saul forces the people to make a rash vow (1 Samuel 14:24-46).


D. Saul spares the king (1 Samuel 15:1-9).


E. God rejects Saul as king (1 Samuel 15:10-35).
IV.  Their Two Paths Reunite. 

A. Samuel dies (1 Samuel 25:1).


B. Saul consults the medium of En Dor (1 Samuel 28:3-25).


C. Saul and his sons die (1 Samuel 31:1-13).

 Conclusion. In the beginning, both Samuel and Saul were dedicated to serving the Lord.  However, over time, Samuel chose to continue following and serving God all the way to his dying day.  On the other hand, Saul chose time and time again to reject God and do things to serve himself.  Samuel’s decisions brought him into an eternal rest with God while Saul’s self-service brought about his demise.  We always need to be careful about the decisions we make, careful that we always choose to follow and serve God rather than be “like all the nations” around us and choosing to serve ourselves.

Curtis Carwile, 2009
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