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Bible Characters
Lesson Eight: Elijah & Elisha
Introduction.  After the death of Solomon, the kingdom of Israel split into two separate kingdoms, the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah.  While Judah enjoyed several good and godly kings, Israel did not.  The first king, Jeroboam, established two golden calves at the north and south end of the kingdom and told the people to worship God there.  King Ahab took this idolatry even  a step further.  King Ahab discontinued worship to the God of Heaven and brought in many false gods for the people to worship.  Of all of the kings of Israel, Ahab “did evil in the sight of the Lord more than all who were before him” (1 Kings 16:30) and perhaps more than all who came after him. It was into this setting that God decided to send His prophet Elijah to Israel. 
I.  Elijah—Message: Repent!   

A. Elijah and the drought (1 Kings 17:1-18:46).



1. The fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much (James 5:16).


B. Elijah on the run (1 Kings 19:1-18).



1. With God, we’re never alone.


C. Elijah back to work (1 Kings 19:19-2 Kings 1:18).



1. When we get knocked down, we need to get back up.


D. Elijah ascends into Heaven (2 Kings 2:1-18).



1. God rewards those who walk with Him.
II.  Elisha—Message: God is always victorius!  

A. Elisha and the sons of the prophets (2 Kings 2:13-18; 4:1-7, 38-41, 42-44;    
 
     6:1-7; 6:32-7:2; 8:1-6; 9:1-13; 13:14-19).



1. Nothing is impossible with God.


B. Elisha and the Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:1-37; 8:1-6).



1. God has the power to give and to restore


C. Elisha and the Syrians (2 Kings 5:1-27; 6:8-23; 6:24-7:20; 8:7-15).



1. The enemies of God will be defeated.  
III.  John the Baptizer and Jesus.  

A. Elijah was an archetype of John the Baptizer (Malachi 4:5; Luke 1:17;         
 
     John 1:21, 25; Matthew 11:1-19)



1. Both preached a message of repentance.


B. Elisha was an archetype of Jesus (John 2:1-12; Mark 6:30-44; Romans 6:3-4)



1. Both preached a message of victory.


C. John the Baptizer and Jesus are better than both! (Matthew 16:13-17:13)



1. John is better than Elijah and Jesus is better than them both!
 Conclusion. The Lord is a righteous Judge.  He will reward the righteous and He will punish the wicked.  He can keep that promise because of His great power.  We must learn to trust in Him and become righteous according to His word if we want to be rewarded by God.  We must obey Jesus for He is the only One who can provide victory to the faithful.
Curtis Carwile, 2009
� EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���








[image: image2.wmf] 

_1284190327.doc
[image: image1.jpg]






